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Soyiet Cha3Iense Pyl3s li.S„ China Closer 


By Henry S. Bradshier ' " 

Washington Star Staff Writer 

The newly disclosed cooperation 
between China and the United States 
in spying on the Soviet Union is part 
of a widening collaboration by Pe- 
king and Washington against Soviet 
power, according to State Depart- 
ment officials. — ■ . v..; 


visit to China- this week of -Secretary * 
of State Alexander M. Haig. As he was 
lea v i ng/ long-wh isper ed accou n ts o f 
Chinese-American xooperation . in 
electronic monitoring of the-Soviet 
Union v began tq^leak out in Washing-. 

tOn. • — • A ^ f . » • 

Of ficials of both the- Carter and 
Reagan administrations disclosed 
that" the United- States installed, in 



have been heard since. They still- ap- 
pear occasionally in allegorical arti- 
cles in the Chinese press suggesting 
that China should maintain a more 
neutral, uncommitted position in 
the competition ^between Moscow 
and Washington;?/ ; 

Wednesday’s People’s Daily article 
on the Sih<>Soviet border dispute . 
was a firm rebuttal of such. attitudes, , 
government analysts here said. 

The article accused Moscow of vio- 


The two countries, which- share a ^ . - 

common concern about Soviet mili ^Thounfams ot western China last , 

■tacy strength- and 

actions, have-been : Itorm g equipm ent forChmese tech- _ lating a 196? border understanding, 
cooperating in sup- ;* provoking. border clashes and exert-’ 

port of Afghan ■ >. roissHe tests a nd, Qthec miUtar jAg^.? ing military pressure on China. “Ob-^ 
guerrillas since — -iQP? 160 ^- P<*ta 'frp?n_'.the' equip- viously.'.it concluded, “the -Soviet 
the Soviet Union me . n V sana V?5 d l n ^ e Nnt ted Sta tes Union's military threat; and its , 

invaded 'A-f- and the resultSare^hared wunt-h i- hegemonistic policy, toward China 
ghanistan-r' 18 — ‘ 

months’ ago. Tfiey; V™? equipment, , replaced 
have agreed on political support for American-operated monitoring'sta- 
the resistance , to the Soviet-backed 1 tionsm Iran that were lost when- the 


Vietnamese occupation of Cambo- 
dia. and U.S. officials now are talking 
about reassessing their reluctance 
to join China in supporting the resis- 
tance militarily too. e- < : --- , , 

In other parts of the world, both. 
America and China have been unit- 
ed in their urging of countries to 
stand up to Soviet pressure. But on 
some subjects, such as the Arab- 
Israeli conflict and the future of the 
Korean peninsula, there still are 
clear differences. 

While the cooperation has 
-aroused little controversy here - 
even supporters of the Chinese Na- 
tionalist regime on Taiwan have not 
made much objection so long as U.S. 
military sales to Taiwan continue - 
it has been the subjecrof dispute in- 
side China. 

U.S. officials said an important de- ' 
velopment in that dispute was the 
publication Wednesday by the main’ ' 
Peking newspaper. People’s Daily, of 
an article sharply attacking the So - 
viet Union. U.S. analysts said the ar- 
ticle seemed to be an effort to justify 
closer ties to the United States. 


shah fell in early 197?. The Carter 
administration . had worried then 
that other, more remote monitoring 
stations would not be able- to. make, 
the kind of precise electronic mea- 
surements needed to keep track of 
Soviet missile improvements. •••.,;■• 

The United States turned to China, 
the geographically obvious answer. 
The fact that the Chinese govern- 
ment was willing to help showed the 
maturing of its relationship with the 
United States under the pressure-of 
common concern about Soviet ac r 
tions and growing mili tary strength. 

Six years earlier China had reiect - 
ed a U.S. offer of- reconnaissance sat- 
ellite inteiirgence-on soviet troops 
movements near the Chinese bo£ 
-aer. At tne nmet tnenanness wit h 
’the: United States.was more -con tro- 
versiaPin-bnin a.- - ^ t«- 

A political struggle was under way 
between the “Gang of Pour" - — com- 
posed of leftist: followers of Chair- . 
man Mao Tse-tung - and more prag- ■ 
matic officials now led by Chinese 
leader Deng Xiaoping. . • ; 

Although Deng won that struggle 


Those ties were reinforced by the : . after Mao died in 1976, 1 echoes of it 


constitute an. essential obstacle to 
r the solution of the Sinp-Soviet bor-. 
der. issue and to the norinalization 
of Sino-Soviet relations.” 

The effect of .the article was t&, 
* withdraw a 1979 Chinese offer to set 
aside the border dispute while try- 
’ ing to improve relations with Mos- 
cow in other fields. Nothing ever 
came of that, and now China^s posi- 
tion seems to have hardened. 

The hardening appeared . to have 
been timed to coincide with ana jus- 
tify the closer relationship, with the 
United States arising from Haig’s vis-, 
it. But Chinese officials had not 
counted on the leakage here of the 
joint operation to spy on the Soviets. 

Now that the secret co-operation ’ 
has become known, it could, cause 
new debate inside China about be- ‘ 
coming too firm Iv. 'committed to the . 
United States, U.S. officials suggest? 

AJ -f. •* 
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